
Roll up, roll up! In this edition, we’ll be looking at 
festivals and fairs! From the local to international, 
small or big, we’re covering it all, as you’ll see from 
Callum’s weird and wonderful festival facts dotted 
throughout the edition. And don’t forget to check 
out the back page for an exclusive competition: 
we’re offering a prize of a high street shopping 
voucher for the winning entry!

Fairs and traditions are important to bring the Gypsy 
and Traveller communities together as you can see 
from our interview on page 6. But festivals aren’t the 
safest place and our Vox Pops show not everyone 
feels comfortable going to a festival or concert 
following the recent attacks on young people having 
fun together. However, this shouldn’t stop us from 
doing what we love; and what they love is just 
what the young organisers of “Somewhere 
over Symingtons” are doing, as you’ll see 
in Josh’s exclusive report on page 3. The 
carnival of running which took place in 
June was also important for Imogen, 
as she ran her first 10k 
– she got some of 
her practice at the 
Parkrun, and  

you can find out how to get involved on page 7! And 
why not check out my article about ReFiesta on 
page 3, a group who want to make festivals more 
eco-friendly and sustainable for the future? Finally, 
Tiger reminisces about holidays with her poem on 
page 5.

More articles you won’t want to miss include 
updates on Waterloo Farm, including a review of 

their open day, and Josh’s report on the big 
tidy up! Altogether, it’s a jam-packed 

edition to get you ready for the new 
school year. And if you’re inspired 

by Imogen’s article on new 
beginnings to try something 

different, why not come on 
down to the Symington 

Building in Market 
Harborough and get 

involved with our 
next edition?!

By Bebhinn Tankard
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Vox Pops
In light of recent events, we wanted to know how safe our readers feel about going to a concert, festival or other big event this summer. As our results show, some young people are afraid, but of course we cannot let violence or intimidation affect our way of life and stop us from having fun.

By Bebhinn Tankard 

NOT SAFE AT ALL

NOT REALLY SAFE

FAIRLY SAFE

SAFE

VERY SAFE

TEST OR NOT TEST
Drug Testing at Festivals

It’s very safe, there are 
more police at social 
events, for example 
football games. This is 
the safest time to go.

I feel safer  
if I

,
m with  

my friends.

How safe would you feel  
over the summer going to  
a festival/concert?

By Kruti Pabari 

Festivals from 
around the  
world
Oktoberfest:  
Bavaria, Germany.
Oktoberfest is one of the most 
famous festivals. Celebrations 
take place, and in typical  
German fashion, involve lots  
of eating and drinking.

I am going to the 
Jamie Oliver Festival in 
the countryside. I don’t 
think it would happen 
in there.[I don’t feel] 

safe at all.

I think security 
will now be  
better and more 
protective.

Radio 1 DJ, B. Traits, once said that she was 
terrified about someone at her gigs or festivals 
taking potentially fatal drugs. 

“There are lots of young people noticeably 
taking drugs and I just think the 
environment they’re in could be a bit safer.” 
- DJ, B. Traits

The Royal Society for Public Health recently called 
for more music festivals in the UK to provide drug 
testing facilities, allowing festival-goers to check 
the content and strength of the substances they 
bring with them. 

This type of drug testing was first trailed last year 
at two UK festivals, and at least 6 more festivals are 
expected to provide this service in 2017. It is hoped 
that more festivals, clubs and city centres provide 
the service in years to come.

Some worry that promoting a scheme like this will 
encourage more people to take illegal drugs. In 
their report about drugs testing at festivals, The 
Royal Society for Public Health do still strongly 

emphasise that taking drugs can NEVER be 
completely safe and should NOT be encouraged.

Others argue that there will always be some people 
who bring drugs to a festival, and that informing 
them of what is in the substances they bring 
along is vital to make sure that they are as safe 
as possible if they decide to use them. Research 
conducted by The RSPH suggests that almost 1 in 
5 people decide to get rid of the drugs they bring 
to a festival after finding out what they actually 
contain!

What do you think would be more effective in 
creating that safe environment at festivals and 
gigs? Should festivals be proposing a stricter ban 
on drugs or should they, whilst still discouraging 
the use of illegal substances, provide on-site drug 
testing facilities? Let us know your views.

ReFiesta (a brand-new group 
inspired by the Shambala 
Festival’s green practices) is 
determined to make Leicestershire’s festivals 
eco-friendlier. They encourage festival organisers 
to give incentives to people who’ve cycled or 
used public transport to arrive at the festival; for 
smaller events to use reusable cups; to include 
posters and promotions about helping the 
environment; to try and source their energy from 
renewable power sources and much more!

As well as festival organisers, it’s also 

important for festival-goers to be aware of their 
environmental impact. A Greener Festival – a 
non-profit company committed to helping music 
and arts events and festivals around the world 
become more efficient – have found that music 
fans do want green events. Their study showed 
that over 80% think noise, waste and traffic have 
a negative impact, 48% would pay more for 
greener events and 36% say the effect on the 
environment is important to them when buying a 
ticket.

Altogether, ReFiesta is set to make big changes 
to Leicestershire’s festivals, and hopefully 
make events greener by working with festival 
organisers and educating festival goers alike.

Do you remember ‘Rock on the Rec’? Well, 
‘Somewhere over Symingtons’ is the greatest and 
latest FREE music festival. Best of all, it is suitable 
for all ages and music tastes: whether you prefer 
rock or country, there’s something for everyone. 
Head down to the Cube and Brickwork Studios 
near Symington’s Rec on Sunday 3rd September 
and celebrate the last few days of summer in style.

This hugely popular festival is offering more than 
you can bargain for, with a basketball area, table 
tennis, pool table and, most importantly, space to 
sit back and relax whilst you are mesmerised by 
the tunes coming from the main stages. 

If you’re a foodie, then don’t worry they’ve got 
you covered. From great quality snack food to a 
delicious slice of pizza from the wood-fired pizza 
selection – the food selection there is more than 
enough to make your taste buds tingle!

Of course, the main goal is to provide a superb 
quality day out, showcasing a wide range of local 
talent in and around Leicestershire. The range  
includes everything from indie, hip hop and  
country to heavy metal, rock and rap!

The team’s main goal is to maintain this festival 
each year in a unique open air environment. In 
the future, there are plans to extend and grow the 
event, so make sure you’re there so you can say:  
“I was at Somewhere Over Symingtons”. 

Somewhere  
over Symingtons
By Josh Evans 

If you are interested in joining the team and 
planning next year’s festival, get in touch by  
calling 01858 410840 or visit them at:

The Cube Youth and Community Centre, 
Symington Recreation Ground, (off) St Mary’s 
Road, Market Harborough, LE16 7DS

If you need more info check out the 
Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/
events/1176771639011090/

By Bebhinn Tankard
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By Joshua Evans & Imogen James

Our Visit to 
Waterloo Cottage 
Farm
Following our first visit to Waterloo Cottage Farm, 
we just couldn’t wait to go back there and see 
the outstanding progress that had been made. 
However, this was my first time going so I was 
mesmerised by the sheer amount of activities that 
were going on there.

We arrived around 5pm and straight away Alex 
from Sustainable Harborough was there to inform 
us on the progression the farm had made. I 
couldn’t wait to get stuck-in and do my fair share.

Firstly, we pulled leaves and greenery off old trees 
and branches to make the perfect compost. If you 
are wondering, to make the perfect compost you 
need to layer the greenery with cardboard and 
nettles, which act as a natural accelerator.

In the newly cleared ground, we planted 
nasturtiums, which will grow throughout the 
summer and brighten up the garden! The soil 
is well kept and the farm’s very own compost 
is added so the plants can flourish. Afterwards, 
we watered the new editions to the garden and 
collected some homegrown purple broccoli. 
None of us had ever tried this before, but we can 
all agree that, despite its strange colour, it tasted 
really good!

The people at Waterloo Cottage Farm have been 
very busy over the past months and, following the 
new additions of our nasturtiums amongst other 
plants, the garden has been thriving!

We are so pleased to have helped, and got stuck in 
with planting and clearing the garden. Every time 
we come back, there is always something to do, 
but there are also plenty of new plants growing!

Maybe we have inspired you to get planting 
this autumn, or even just to check out Waterloo 
Cottage Farm itself. They have plenty of events 
going on all year round so check out their 
website: waterloocottagefarm.co.uk or visit 
sustainableharborough.co.uk

ESCAPE TO  
THE COUNTRY
By Bebhinn Tankard
On Sunday 11th June, Waterloo Cottage Farm 
held an open day. As well as offering tours of the 
farm, visitors could wander through the community 
garden, have a go at woodcarving or pork pie 
making, and peek into the brand new Country 
Bumpkin Yurts, which offer luxury “glamping” for 
people who want to escape from everyday urban 
life. With on-site showers, food hampers and very 
soft mattresses, what’s not to like? (Importantly, 
there were also ice creams on sale for any roving 
reporters who got hungry on the job!)

As someone previously unconvinced by glamping 
(I’m doing Duke of Edinburgh’s Award after all - 
what’s the point in camping if it isn’t exhausting, 

damp and uncomfortable?), I was surprised at 
how much I was convinced by the idea of all the 
comforts of home in the great outdoors. And if the 
new business is successful, the yurts may also 
attract new tourists to Waterloo Farm and Great 
Oxendon, which is another bonus for our local area.

Anyway, whether you’re “glamping” in a Country 
Bumpkin Yurt or braving the elements in a one-
person tent, it’s still important to get back to nature 
sometimes, and the day gave me the chance to 
kick back, relax and do just that.

By Imogen James

Turn Over A New Leaf
Once Summer is over, we all feel the need to 
retreat indoors and pile on the woolly jumpers. But 
Autumn can still be a time for new beginnings, so 
don’t give up just yet! 

One of my favourite Autumn moments is when 
the leaves on the trees change colour. They go 
from orange, to red, to brown, before falling to the 
ground. Especially if you are outside enough, it’s 
special to witness this annual change and feel 
part of it. After a busy Summer, Autumn is treated 
as a wind-down season, where we get back to 
school and work and reminisce. I think we should 
learn to treat each season differently, and 
appreciate the charm that each one offers. 
In life, sometimes we can 

all get a bit bogged down with things that need 
doing and we don’t have time to go outside and 
‘smell the roses’. No matter how busy you are, 
always make time to cherish your surroundings, 
the people and the places!

After this Summer, don’t sit around and batten 
down the hatches for Autumn and Winter; instead, 
appreciate what the Summer still has to bring and 
watch as Autumn rolls in. We should treat each 
day as a new beginning, a chance 
to make a change. After Summer, 
challenge yourself to start 
afresh, and turn over a new 
leaf – red, orange or brown.

The first time I soared through the sky like a bird of prey, the clouds a wispy veil, 
The solitary Mount Teide, ruler of its volcanic domain. 

My feet touched the rocky terrain, palm trees dancing in the breeze, 
The sun sheathed the island in all its radiance.

Sounds of the sea, tranquil and melodious, lapping against the black volcanic sand, 
Vivid, lustrous buildings built into the rocks complementing the clear, cloudless skies. 

Climbing higher the imposing jagged rocks,  
Shifting from dusky reds to rock as black as coal, and striking jade green. 

Amongst the sloping hills, dominating pine trees and intimidating cacti, 
Sensational Mount Teide, a barrier to which the other side is a lush green haven.

International  
Balloon Fiesta: 
Albuquerque, 
America. This event  
lasts 9 days and can  
involve 750 hot air  
balloons. It’s the 
largest balloon  
festival in the world. 

Yeouido Cherry  
Blossom Festival:  
Seoul, South Korea.  
Here’s a fun one, a 
celebration dedicated 
entirely to Prunus Serrulata, 
the cherry tree. The site of 
this festival is an island in the 
centre of the South Korean 
capital of Seoul.



By Imogen James

“At Kenilworth, there are loads of Gypsies and 
Travellers. You pull on with a trailer and people sell 
carpets, clothes and baby stuff, you get all sorts. They 
also sell horses, rabbits and chickens. It’s usually on 
for 3 days, 3 times a year. The best bit is that you get to 
walk around with your friends, sometimes we buy and 
spray silly string at each other. Non-Gypsies sell things 
too. There are food vans and loads of music but the 
best thing is definitely being with your friends.”

Sammy Jo, Paris and Mary Kate

Our Memories of Kenilworth -  
A Gypsy Fair

For many Gypsies and Travellers, attending Festivals 
and Fairs is an important aspect of their lives, 

providing them with a sense of community and 
identity. Every year, Gypsies and Travellers visit fairs 
across the country, where they can buy items such 
as clothes and carpets along with trading horses. 
Festivals and fairs contribute to the wide Gypsy 

and Traveller history, with Appleby horse fair dating 
back to 1685 after being protected under a charter 
granted by James II. We spoke to some local Gypsy 
and Travellers about their experiences at fairs and 

here’s what they said.

FUN AT THE FAIR

Why do you go to them?

It’s a lovely day out and its great to catch  
up with people you haven’t seen for years.  

You can buy things for the home.

Is it important that Gypsies and  
Travellers have their own fairs?

It’s very important as it helps to give you a sense of 
community and identity. Its great for your children  
to meet people you knew when you were younger. 

What do you enjoy most about the fairs?

Seeing everyone being their own self.

How safe do you feel at fairs?

Quite safe.

Do you go to horse fairs or  
special Traveller fairs?  

What fairs have you been to?

Appleby, Kenilworth, Lee Gap,  
Stow and Ballinasloe (Ireland).

Why do you go to them?

Because it’s my culture.

Is it important that Gypsies and  
Travellers have their own fairs?

Yes, as it happens every year and it’s good to buy and sell.

What do you enjoy most about the fairs?

Selling horses, going around the horses  
and looking at all the different ones.

How safe do you feel at fairs?

Very safe.

Why do you go to them?

Having a look around and buying  
stuff for the vans.

Is it important that Gypsies and  
Travellers have their own fairs?

There are mostly Travellers that go but some  
non-Travellers go too. It’s a place where there’s  
lots of Traveller culture but anyone can come. 

What do you enjoy most about the fairs?

Seeing your mates and seeing people 
 you haven’t seen in ages.

How safe do you feel at fairs?

Very safe – we hang out  
in our gang. 

Why do you  
go to them?

Horses.

What do you enjoy  
most about the fairs?

Meeting up with  
cousins.

Why do you  
go to them?

My mum knows  
people there and  
she buys clothes  

and carpets.

Have you ever wondered what you could do to 
make the world a cleaner, better place? 

Since 2008, The Big Tidy Up has involved more 
than half a million people in more than 25,000 
groups to collect an impressive 120,000 full bags 
of rubbish. The overall aim is to get everyone out 
and about cleaning up their local community 
throughout the year, learning that small actions 
can inspire big changes.

The event allows people to come together from 
all different generations to transform their public 
spaces, giving them a welcoming feel. Last year 
the results were astounding!

These community clean-ups have just been the 
start to inspiring new and current generations 
to make real changes in their neighbourhoods. 
Could your community be next?

It has never been easier to make your community 
clean again. Use the equipment list below and 
The Big Tidy Up will send you Tidy-Up kits which 
include full instructions and expert advice on how 
to publicise your event.

Equipment List

So get out there and show everyone  

YOU LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE!

By Joshua Evans

The Big Tidy Up

By Imogen James

BAGS  
COLLECTED

PEOPLE 
INVOLVED

EVENTS 
ORGANISED

30151

Parkrun. A weekly, timed, free, 5k run 
near you! On reading that sentence, 
you might be jumping for joy, or 
maybe groaning in despair.  
But, hear me out…

Parkrun does what it says on the tin, and 
more. More than 86,000 events are held each 
Saturday at local parks, in locations around 
the world! Saturday 5k in Poland anyone? 
Because Parkrun is organised by volunteers, 
there are plenty of other ways you can get 
involved! For example, you could try being 
a marshal, cheering the runners on! Or, why 
not try barcode scanning? Every runner has a 
unique barcode, and when they cross the finish 
line, they are given a place number as well. After 
these are scanned, the results are available to 
track online! All for free! 

After volunteering a few times, maybe you’ll have 
caught the running bug, so don’t be afraid to 
give it a go! Parkrun is a wonderful community, 
and it welcomes elite and beginner runners, you 
don’t have to be Mo Farah to join in! When I first 
started Parkrun, I was apprehensive at first, as 
I’d never ran 5k before - however I finished with 
new found confidence in my running ability. 
Now, I’m a regular runner and volunteer and 
it’s great to be around people with a common 
interest, and such positive attitudes! 

So, welcome in! I’ve opened the door for you to 
join the ever-growing community of Parkrunners 
around the world! Don’t bother wiping your feet 
on the mat, just print out your barcode and go!

The Market Harborough Parkrun is held 
at Welland Park 9:00am on (most) Saturday 
mornings. Visit this website to register:  
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/register/form/

A walk in  
the park?

• Litter-pickers  
•  Bin bags and bags  

for recycling 
•  A safe container - with a 

lid - for sharp objects
• A skip (for larger events)

• Protective gloves
• First aid kit
• Rakes or shovels
•  Anti-bacterial wipes  

or hand-washing 
gel

World Cosplay Summit: Nagoya, Japan.
The WCS is held in various  
prefectures apart from Nagoya but  
it’s there that the parade takes place.  
This event is designed to ‘promote  
friendly international exchange through 
Japanese pop culture’.

4056 1320

www.thebigtidyup.org



We’re always looking for new members  
to join us in Market Harborough on  
Thursdays after school at 5pm to put these 
magazines together. But whether you can join 
us or not, we need you to send us your articles, 
jokes, comment, fun facts, cartoons, poems...etc. 
to include in our next edition out in the autumn. 
Contact us through www.localgiving.org/hcyc

Join the 
team at

Some articles in Speak Out are kindly 
sponsored by the Harborough District 
Community Safety Partnership.  However, all 
views expressed are those of members of the 
Speak Out Team.

Enjoyed this magazine? Room for 
 improvement? Tell us what you think. 

Callum really enjoyed the edition, and thought  
that it was our best one yet! We even designed  
the cover ourselves! We are currently in the process 
of creating our own blog, where we can share the 
magazine!  At the moment, Callum doesn’t think there 
are many areas for improvement, but do you? 

If you want to have your say, send your opinions to  
info@hcyc.org.uk , your feedback helps us to improve 
the magazine!

Enter this competition and you could win a 
voucher to any of these high-street stores:
Quinn’s Bookshop, ASOS or LUSH.
So, whether you’re into cosmetics, books or 
designer clothes, we’ve got you covered.  All 
you have to do to win is count how many of 
these lolly icons you can find, and 
submit your answer! Why not have 
a go? To enter -  
Text or ring: 07407 639618 
Email: Libby@hcyc.co.uk
Visit/Post: HCYC, c/o The  
Symington Building, Adam and Eve Street, 
Market Harborough, LE16 7AG. Ask at  
reception where to find the internal post box. 
We will use your details to get in contact with 
you, but we won’t use them outside of the 
competition. Closing date 9th November 2017.

Diwali Leicester: 8th – 22nd October 
www.visitleicester.info/diwali
Diwali celebrations in Leicester are one of the 
biggest outside of India, including a fantastic two-
week cultural programme.

Abbey Park Bonfire: 4th November 
www.visitleicester.info/bonfire 
Be dazzled by Leicester’s biggest bonfire and 
firework display at the city’s official celebration 
featuring a fantastic family event with live 
entertainment.

Black History Month: October 
www.visitleicester.info/blackhistorymonth 
Celebrate the heritage, history, arts, culture and 
accomplishments of people across the African 
and African Caribbean Diaspora. 

Loogabarooga Festival: 19th - 24th October - 
A celebration of children’s illustrated literature, in 
Loughborough. After a successful inaugural event 
in 2015, it’s returning. It will include appearances 
from some of the nation’s favourite children’s 
authors and illustrators with a series of workshops, 
events, readings, street art and activities. 
Read more at www.goleicestershire.com/
Loughborough/loogabarooga-17.aspx’

Arts Fresco: 10th September: 
www.artsfresco.com
A street theatre festival, right in Market 
Harborough’s town centre! 

Scarecrow Festival 9th - 10th September: 
www.facebook.com/Lubenham-Scarecrow-
Weekend
A festival in the village of Lubenham, celebrating 
scarecrows. There are sure to be loads of weird 
and wonderful creations!
           

competition
        

Upcoming Leicestershire  
Festivals: 

Check out what Harborough festivals  
and events are going on!

Find  
Me!

Festivals From Around The World Bibliography:
http://www.oktoberfest-insider.com/oktoberfest-faq.htm
https://dayzeroproject.com/festivals/

Have Your Say


